
Rabondo Community Project, USA

November 2012

Greetings from RCPUSA!
It’s that time again! Time to fill you in on all the progress that 
Rabondo Community Project (RCPUSA) has made thanks to the 
generosity of supporters like you. 

This year marked another successful accomplishment — this time 
in partnership with Expanding Opportunities (www.exop.org). 
RCPUSA and Expanding Opportunities applied for and received 
a grant that helped convert an empty residential building into a 
Learning Center containing a small library and computer room 
with a computer, printer, and copier. Volunteers from Expanding 
Opportunities also joined us in Rabondo this year to catalog some 
of boxes of books from “Books For Africa” that have been patiently 
waiting for several years to finally have a home. The conversion of 
this small space also allows us to hold the very beginning of our 
Early Learning Center. When the weather permits, the smallest 
children from the village gather with their mothers for storytime,  
exposing mother and child to reading. It is an opportunity for 
parents to learn to read also, but more importantly, for the parents 
to learn the value of education and to instill this in their children.

Priority #1: Caring for our orphans and at-risk students
RCPUSA continues to be solely responsible for the care and 
education of 36 students (mostly orphans, but including some 
coming from deeply impoverished families). As these children do 
not have stable homes or local families to live with, they attend 
boarding school (RCPUSA grammar and secondary school are 
only day schools, not boarding schools). During school holidays 
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the students return to the transition home in Rabondo village. 
RCPUSA cares for these children by being responsible for school 
fees, uniforms, books and school supplies, transportation to and 
from boarding school, and helping with any medical or dental 
issue that may arise. 

It costs only $772 per student for one year of education and care, 
including medical and dental care! For most Americans, that is 
less then the cost of their cell phone for the same amount of time! 
Yet, every year we struggle to care for these children.  

One Step Closer to Clean Water
This year marks the completion of Phase One of our water project: 
the building of a water tower and connecting water to the tower. 
RCPUSA was able to lay nearly 900 meters (2,953 feet!) of water pipe, 
half of the pipe needed to complete Phase Two (The Distribution 

This year, RCPUSA shared in the celebration 
of Father John Forliti and his dedication 
to making the world a better place... 2012 
marked Father Forliti’s 50th anniversary of 
his ordination to the priesthood! Always 
one to share the fruits of his labor, Father 
Forlilti generously shared his celebration 

with RCPUSA this spring, using his gathering to shed light on our 
fundraising efforts to build a modern, working kitchen for the 
schools in Rabondo.   

Father Forliti has been a longtime supporter of the efforts of 
RCPUSA. He was instrumental in raising funds for the secondary 
school (high school) for the children of Rabondo and in 2006 he 
presided over the dedication of the school. The secondary school 
immediately enrolled 230 students who otherwise would not 
have had a chance for a secondary education. Several of those 
students have even continued their post-secondary education 

at institutions of higher learning, one being the University of  
Nairobi, Kenya. In fact, two of those students graduated this year 
from the University of Nairobi, Kenya.  

The kitchen being build by RCPUSA seems so meager by US 
standards, but will be a tremendous improvement to the staff 
working hard to feed hundreds children every day.  The kitchen 
will have solid walls with windows and a roof, counter tops and 
tables for food preparation, running water, gas burners and a 
separate dining room with the ability to feed shifts of 130 hungry 
students at a time. 

Currently the staff cooks for hundreds of students over wood or 
charcoal fires and has to fetch the water to be boiled for drinking 
and cooking. The children eat outside either sitting or standing, 
rain or shine and sometimes in extreme wind, fighting for the 
cover of the few shade trees. There is also no storage for food, 
even dry food, so dust and dirt gets in the sacks of food.  

Donor Spotlight: Father John Forliti
The Powerful Difference One Person Can Make

The New Library  (photo by Kenned, see his other photos on our new Facebook page)



My name is Kennedy. I am a 14 
years old boy. I come from Rabondo 
village but I am currently attending 
St Benedict’s primary school. I am 
currently in class eight. I am one of the 
35 students receiving support from 
Rabondo Community Project, USA.

I work very hard at school not to 
be behind. My goal is to succeed in 
becoming a mechanical engineer. 

While taking pictures, I came across a small cage made up of mud  
as can be seen in the picture. In this cage there were two brothers. 
The two brothers’ dry tobacco leaves and then takes them to the local 
tobacco agents who is located nearby in the village. They are paid for 
this and this is how they survive. They told me the tobacco takes seven 
days to completely dry up. They have to come there  
every morning to start the fire after which one of them may go  
back to prepare breakfast and bring to the other. The entire job  
if successful earns those five thousands Kenyan Shillings which  
is equivalent to US $62 to be shared by the two brothers. This  
work poses serious long term health problem such as cancer.  
It was an exciting experience taking pictures. Thank you.
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My name is Mercy. I am a 12 year old girl in 
class six. I have been learning at Rabondo 
Primary School. I live at the students’ 
transition home built by Mr. Timon Bondo 
to support students like me. He is helping 
me in many ways. He is paying my school 
fee. He is also helping about 35 other 
orphans who also live with him.

I am working hard in my school so that I can be a doctor in future 
to help sick people. I want to help my family, my village and my 
country. I also want to help orphans and needy students. As 
you can see in photos that I took, there is a small boy burning 
charcoal so that he can help himself to get the school 
uniform. There is also a woman left with seven 
children after her husband died. They are 
removing maize from the farm very early in  
the morning.

Another picture shows a man trying to repair a 
bicycle.  This is what he is doing to put food on the 
table. Most people in the community have bicycles 
as their means of transport. Thank you  
for the opportunity to take the pictures.

Rabondo... Through Their Eyes

Find us on 
Facebook:

www.facebook.com/rcpusa

NEW!

Thanks to a generous and enlightening project in collaboration with Be The Change Charities (www.bethechangecharities.org), 
twelve of the orphaned children supported by RCPUSA were given digital cameras to capture daily life in the village of 
Rabondo. These pages show some of the pictures taken by three of the ten photographers-for-a-day. The images highlight 
the level of poverty the people of Rabondo endure. RCPUSA feels education is the only way to fight poverty and we cannot do 
it alone. Your tax-deductable donation can help us stop the cycle of poverty and brighten an 
otherwise bleak future for these orphaned children. 

Find more photos and meet the other photographers-for-a-day at our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/rcpusa).
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My name is Brendah.  
I am a 13 year old 
girl. I am in class 
eight. Though 
I come from 
Rabondo, I have 
been attending 
St Anne’s Isibania 

girls boarding primary school. During school 
break, I stay at students’ transition home built 
by my sponsor, Mr. Timon Bondo. He is a very 
helpful person. I am one of the 35 students he is 
supporting through his organization, Rabondo 
Community Project, USA. 

Looking at the photos I captured, there is one photo 
with four children sitting in front of a grass-thatched hut. 
These children have been staying with their grandfather. 
The grandfather could be going to look for money to help 
feed them. Besides the house is a small stick-fenced maize 
farm which they rely on as a major supplement of their 
grandfather’s effort.

Here in Rabondo, people are hard working. Most of the 
people are farmers. In one of the photos you can see a 
small vegetable farm surrounded with mosquito nets so 
that the hens, chicks and cocks may not eat them while 
in the farm. As you can see, there is also a photo with 
young trees in form of a forest. The people here decided 
to plant these trees because weather here is hot and 
dry. The trees would attract rain so that the weather 
could be cool and to provide green surrounding.

In another photo, the tobacco plantation is shown. The 
tobacco leaves are picked after every 5 to 6 months. 
The tobacco leaves can be transported by only two modes of 
transportation, one of which is indicated in the photos. In this 
case, there are two cows pulling an ox-cart. The other mode is  
by donkeys. There is also one photo showing pupils who help 
their parents by fetching for them firewood for cooking.

I also became across a burnt sugarcane farm. I learnt that the 
farm is to be burnt just immediately the sugarcane is cut for 
the next season’s planting. The remains should be burned. 
Sugarcane farming here is wide spread on small scale holdings.

There is one photo that indicates an electric transformer which 
supplies electricity mainly for institutions such as schools, 
dispensary and pumping water. Most people do not use 
electricity because it is very expensive. There is a certain girl 
who is at the swing slide. This is the only modern play ground 
for the children here in Rabondo through the effort of Rabondo 
Community Project, USA.

There is another photo for a certain dispensary which is also a 
little bit improved as per the people here. The dispensary has a 
certain doctor who likes God and reads bible regularly. He is a 
nurse by profession.

To my conclusion, I see that people in Rabondo work physically 
hard including me. I would like to thank the supplier for this 
picture taking materials and the good idea. I have been able to 

learn a lot from the exercise. I thank God for the support of  
Mr. Timon Bondo. We are glad that the picture taking was very 
interesting and exciting. Everyone liked the idea of taking photos. 
Thank you.
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No one thinks of a kitchen when they think of education, but a modern kitchen and dining hall 
helps the students in Rabondo in powerful ways. When children have to come and go for meals 
they may not get back quickly or at all. During the rainy season, it is difficult know when food is 
being prepared at their homes and many students return to the classroom late or unfed. With 
the addition of a modern kitchen and dining hall, student will be able to eat a light morning 
snack (usually porridge) and a full lunch later in the day. With the free time the kitchen staff will 
have with more modern conveniences, RCPUSA hopes to offer the students classes teaching 
modern baking and cooking skills, similar to Home Economics classes here in the United States. 

RCPUSA wishes Father Forliti a happy golden anniversary. Thank you again, Father Forliti, for 
sharing you dedication to creating a better world with RCPUSA. You are a shining reminder 
to all of us the power of one person!  

Currently enough money has been raised for the kitchen walls, windows and roof. We are currently 
seeking funds to bring water and electricity to the building, and to purchase a stove/oven, counters 
for food preparation, storage shelving, gas to run stove/oven, and dining hall tables and chairs. 
If you would like to host a fundraising event, RCPUSA would be happy to visit and talk about this 
or any of our other projects or the organizations as a whole. Please contact us at 763-545-2828 or 
info@rcpusa.org. Thank you!
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Phase). Still more pipe needs to be laid to reach the distribution points (school, kitchen, clinic, 
water kiosks). The water storage tanks also need to be built to complete Phase Two. 

Luna Pads
For many years now, RCPUSA has had a wonderful relationship with LunaPads (www.
lunapads.com) — creators of a durable, reusable cloth menstrual pad — helping us keep our 
girls in the classroom. LunaPads has generously donated half the cost of their kits, allowing 
donors to purchase kits at a 50% discount! Each kit lasts 3-5 years, allowing girls to remain in 
the classroom while menstruating. That means it takes only $30 to keep girls in the classroom 
for 3-5 years! To purchase pads to donate to RCPUSA, see LunaPads’ Pads4Girls program 
at: http://lunapads.com/about-us/donate-pads. (Look for Rabondo Community Project at the 
bottom of the page.) 

Getting Started on the Right Foot
Unfortunately, many of the children who enter school in Rabondo come from illiterate 
families or come without the skills to learn. This leaves children unprepared to be successful 
students and it is showing in test scores. To alleviate this problem, RCPUSA initiated a 
fundraising campaign to built and staff an Early Childhood Education Center. It is estimated 
that 100 students will need to be accommodated, needing three classrooms and a latrine. 
The fundraising campaign was able to raise enough money to buy a piece of land, bricks, 
sand, and timber for roofing. The rest of the money was used to fence the property. However, 
in order to complete the project, more money must be raised to purchase the remaining 
materials and pay for labor to move forward with construction. 

Current Gifts
Every year, it is a hard decision to make to send out our newsletter. While we want to keep 
everyone informed of the progress we make every year, the cost for producing this piece is 
considerable. And while we appreciate and want to honor the strong desires some donors have 
to support one of our priorities over another, these tough economic times have left our general 
fund completely depleted. WIth this in mind, RCPUSA hopes that we can count on you and 
your financial support. 

It is only with the dedication of our supporters that we can continue to better the lives of the 
people of Rabondo. Thank you to everyone who has helped make this another successful year. 
We appreciate your support which is helping to give hope and dignity to the village of Rabondo. 
To find out how you can volunteer or contribute, please contact us at www.rcpusa.org (or via 
other contact info listed on this page). Any amount of contribution will be greatly appreciated!

Rabondo Community Project, USA

PO Box 27954, 

Minneapolis, MN 55427

Phone 763-545-2828

Fax 763-390-9184

info@rcpusa.org  •  www.rcpusa.org

PARTICIPATION 
OPPORTUNITIES

To volunteer, please contact us at:
763-545-2828  or info@rcpusa.org
RCPUSA could use your skills either 
here or if you are visiting Kenya. 

To give a monetary donation,  
please submit checks to:
Rabondo Community Project, USA
PO Box 27954
Minneapolis, MN  55427

PayPal is available:
www.rcpusa.org
Click ‘Donate - Volunteer’ tab  
towards the top of the page. 

Find us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/rcpusa
RCP is finally on Facebook!  
See photos taken by our sponsored 
students and read about things 
that are happening  
in Rabondo.

Short on cash and time?
If tougher times have you left you 
short on cash and not travelling  
these days, please consider 
donating your unused frequent  
flyer miles. It takes 85,000 mile for 
Timon to visit Rabondo every year 
to view the progress of our projects. 

The Rabondo Community Project USA is  

a 501(c) (3) organization and gifts are  

tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.


